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Course description 
This course will cover development theories indicating various ways in which social and economic factors 

impact upon the environment and are linked to climate change and other intertwined issues. The first and 

second part of the course will provide a broader understanding of the concepts development and various 

development theories. This will provide a critical assessment of conservative forms of development models 

and indicate required changes in values and perspectives with respect to problems of climate change and 

related issues. 

Course objectives 
The course aims (1) to provide an understanding of development theories (2) in highlighting the complexities 

of development processes (3) to get an understanding of sustainable development. 4) to get an idea of new 

theoretical development in the field of climate change and development 

Course content: 

Module Topic L T P 

1.  Introductory Session: 

− Conceptualization of Development  

1   

2.  Overview of development;  

− Globalisation and the structural adjustments;  

− Governance and welfare state;  

− Agency and the development triad;  

14   

3.  Various Development Theories 

− Modernization theory  

− Dependency theory  

− Neoliberalism 

− Human Development  

− Alternative and Post development theory 

13 4  

4.  Concept of Sustainable Development  
− Definitions & Principles of Sustainable Development 

− Changing perception of development  

− Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

4   

5.  Human-Environment Interaction 

− Culture and Environment (Environmental Determinism, Cultural 

Ecology and Political Ecology) 

4   

6.  Some emerging theoretical aspects 

− Climate Change and the concept of Anthropocene as a critique of 

industrial technology based development models 

2   

  38 4 0 

Evaluation criteria 

Course grades will be based on the following criteria: 

 Individual Assignment 1:  20 % 

 Group work:                      20 % 

 Final Written Exam:          60 % 

Learning outcomes 

Upon completion of the course, students would be able to: 

 Get proper understanding of Sustainable Development and related issues 

 recognize the issues related to man-environment interactions and various established theoretical 



perspective 

 discuss environmental problems from an social perspective 

 apply theoretical knowledge into practice while dealing with contemporary environmental problems 

Pedagogical approach 

Class sessions will entail a lecture component, combined with discussion of assigned readings. Students 

would be required to participate in two workshops, for which they would be assigned to read 2-3 articles / 

research papers. Students would have to write short (1-2 pages) summary / critical remarks on the articles, 

which would be evaluated by the instructor. 
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Additional information (if any) 

Student responsibilities 

 The students are expected to submit assignments in time and come prepared with readings when provided. 
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